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As the clock strikes midnight and 
all the joy and merriment ends in a 
mess of confetti let the year begin.  
 
About 20% of resolutions made, 
are actually kept. Maybe we can 
raise this percentage in our rider 
education resolutions. Desire and 
drive to a common goal can help 
and is a big plus.  
�  R- Resolve to keep your 

education and safety updated. 
�  E- Educate all aspects of your 

riding. 
�  S- Set an example of your 

education 
�  O-  Offer your knowledge to 

everyone 
�  L- Love ones tell the truth, 

listen to their words. 
�  U- Understand those who 

don’ t know about what is out 
there for them to learn. 

�  T- Time is important to 
manage. Take all you need to 
be safe. 

�  I - Informative talks are for all, 
especially new members. 

�  O- Often we think we know all 
we need. Don’ t wait to find out 
the hard way. 

�  N- New members need to be 
encouraged, embraced and 
noticed.  

 

 

 
 
With the parked motorcycle 
syndrome upon some of us, there is 
a lot of tire kicking that can be 
done. Many changes have been 
happening to make the paper trail 
easier in Rider Education. There is 
always a quicker, better way. But 
the problem usually is due to 
getting set in to a pattern and most 
dislike change. If you’re 2004 Gold 
Wing was still the same as the 1984  
Gold Wing, your thoughts would 
be; “Why isn’ t there any 
improvements and technical 
advancements.”    
 
The Rider Education Staff along 
with input from many members 
have moved on to the new 8th 
Edition Rider Education Handbook. 
Pass the word to read it. There may 
be changes identified in the Rider 
Ed Handbook, as the Educators 
read and give us feed back. You 
may be the one with the quicker 
better way. 
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We have all heard pro and cons on 
the safe riding attitude and mental 
contribution to riding. Mentally we 
must not have our minds wandering 
about trivia, weird drivers and other 
types of distractions. I get 
personally involved in the cell 
phone users while they are driving. 
Some drivers can turn a corner, 
chat, hold the phone with a 
shoulder, and still see the 
environment around them. Really a 
great accomplishment of driving 
skills, you think? But you and I 
know that Mr. Murphy is always 
out there! Don’ t take that chance. 
 
The Christmas shopping days have 
been enough for me to use the 10 
minute longer route, just to avoid 
the driver who can not wait for 
anything. They don’ t pull over for 
emergency vehicles and red lights 
are for some one else. 
 
Am I alone in these thoughts or are 
there others who have this type of 
environment to drive in?  You have 
to keep your cool. I was almost rear 
ended as I stopped for a red light. 
The two cars in front of me went 
through on red; I stopped and heard 
a horn, then saw a roof of a vehicle 
close behind me. As we get warm 
days, now and then, it is so 
important not to push your riding 
skills; there are enough other folks 
on the roadways doing it for us.  
Being mentally alert is a year round 
habit to practice. Even if we are not 
on our Gold Wings we must 
practice how to maintain being 
calm and looking at the big picture.  
 

 
We have had a discussion, in 
previous newsletters, on trailering 
and the use of chains, swivel 
couplers and loading. The internet 
is great for looking up articles. I did 
a lot of research and wrote to a few 
trailer manufactures. I found that 

the laws are out there and could be 
enforced.  
 
Crossing chains is a law in all but 
one state, West Virginia. This is 
according to the best information I 
could find for a pull type trailer 
with a ball hitch.  
 
The fifth wheel hitch type does not 
require chains according to the 
information I found. The 
gooseneck (or ball in the bed of a 
truck) is required to have chains. 
These two are of no concern of 
motorcycles and cargo/ camper 
trailers that Gold Wingers pull. But 
we do have many members pulling 
fifth wheel with their motorcycles 
inside. 
  
Chains must be in an X or crossed. 
The major problem is who 
engineers the X and how long are 
the chains? Why do the want me to 
do this? If the trailer comes off the 
ball it will dig into the ground and 
flip up or wreck my bike. Have 
you, or do you know of any one 
who has lost a trailer and the chains 
saved it all?  Yes I can say I do, 
which was on a 1500 Gold Wing in 
Alaska. The coupler broke off a 
camper; tongue fell into the cradle 
of the X, when stopping the tongue 
on the trailer would push on the 
mud flap.  
 
Normally the chains are attached to 
the coupler and this camper would 
have crashed. The owner did not 
like the set up and attached the 
chains farther back on the trailer. 
This was to get the chains long 
enough so the chains would not 
drag in a straight line riding and to 
leave enough length to make a 
ninety degree turn.   
 
What ever caused the bolts to come 
loose or break was undetermined. 
How often do you look at your 
coupler mounting bolts?  What 
grade of steel are they? Are your 
chains on the same bolts as your 
coupler? Do you think that is OK? 
The problem is also with the hitch 
on the motorcycle. Where are the 
chains hooked? I have a well 
known hitch and this company has 
been around many years, and it is 
impossible to hook the chains 

crossed left to right and right to left 
on my hitch. You must adapt you 
trailer to your motorcycle hitch to 
get all of the equation so you end 
up with a proper chain cross that 
will work.  
 
I also saw a cargo trailer jump off a 
ball as it was not locked down 
securely on a 2001 Gold Wing. 
This happen within 50 feet of take 
off, after the rider put the trailer on 
the ball and forgot one step of the 
hook up; “Lock down the hitch on 
the ball.”  The tongue was nested in 
the chains, the rider noticed the 
trailer was swaying left and right 
and stopped. When the rider 
stopped, the tongue hit the bike and 
cracked a lower part of the rear 
fender. This outfit did not have a 
very wide cross, but all in all the 
trailer still followed and was under 
some control. 
  
Yes you can buy a trailer and get a 
hitch put on and you can ride 
forever and no problems. I surely 
hope all members do that. You 
must remember you are responsible 
for the actions of your trailer if it 
ever becomes unattached. 
 
In the research on trailer laws, I 
came upon the National 
Manufactures Trailer Institute. 
They have a code on how trailers 
are to be built. This code is not a 
law but guide lines for 
manufactures to follow. There are 
many laws with the National 
Department of Transportation 
concerning trailers. To pin down 
laws on the small trailers we pull, 
you have to research trailers less 
than 3,000 lbs. This is the class that 
the trailers pulled by GWRRA 
members, would fall under. Take a 
minute and think of how many 
trailers on the road are less than 
3,000 lbs. Guess how many 
regulations and laws there are. First 
Federal then each state has their 
own. 
 
Here are two sites to look up and 
you can check laws, regulations 
and many other things. You will 
find in the NHDOT files that if you 
plan to build your own trailer you 
must have a permanent Vehicle 
Identification number on the trailer 



that is not removable. That is just a 
starter for building your own. 
 
This information is for reference 
only. Low Cost USA, Inc. does not 
guarantee this information is up-to-
date 
http://www.lowcosttrailersupplies.c
om/Tech%20Support/state%20towi
ng%20laws.htm 
 
This site had some Canadian 
Information also: 
http://www.rvsafety.com/state.htm 
 
 
If you©re still uncertain about the 
laws in your area, check with your 
state law enforcement agency. 
Good luck with this, I called and 
really got a run around from this 
site: 
http://www.nhtsa.dot.gov/cars/prob
lems/equipment/towing/connecting.
htm 

When purchasing a hitch, use the 
recommendations of the 
manufacturer of the tow vehicle 
(Honda says no trailer) and trailer 
manufacture. They will give you 
recommendations which will be 
based on the type and weight of the 
trailer or vehicle. Make sure the 
hitch has provisions for the 
connection of safety chains. As I 
stated before; are required by most 
states. Remember when connected, 
safety chains should have some 
slack to permit sharp turns but 
should not drag on the road. In 
addition, they should cross under 
the trailer tongue to help prevent 
the tongue from dropping to the 
road in the event the trailer 
separates from the tow vehicle. 

 

Tony & Michelle 

AIDRE 
 

Happy Renewal! 
 

A New Year and already things are 
buzzing. Numerous Rider 
Education Levels Program 
renewals for Level II-IV have 

already been received and entered. 
Many more are sure to come. If you 
made your latest Level since 
October 1st of 2004, you need not 
renew again in 2005. For the rest of 
us, all it takes is to continue to meet 
the conditions you needed to 
initially qualify for your HIGHEST 
level, a completed form and an 
amount just enough to cover the 
cost of the pin/bar and postage. 
  
If you haven’ t sent yours in yet for 
2005, get it done as soon as 
possible. For Levels II-III, the cost 
is a mere $2. Any profit from these 
levels (little if any unless there is a 
lot of volume) goes to the Regions 
and Districts. You get a YEAR # 
(where the #  = 3 to whatever your 
number of years renewing at your 
highest level) bar or a “YEAR 2 
hanger pin for your trouble.  
 
For the Level IV Master Tour 
Riders the cost for renewal is $10, 
which helps in a number of ways to 
fund the Rider Education Program. 
Initially the renewing Level IV 
receives a “RENEWAL” hanger 
pin which is much like the YEAR-2 
pin that the earlier levels receive. 
From that main pin, the additional 
years renewed can be hung using a 
year bar such as “2005” . We have 
all heard that Level IV Members 
earn a free breakfast at Wing Ding 
each year. This includes the first 
year as well as in the future.  
 
Ever wonder where the renewal 
mail-outs are funded from? 
Members have let us know that 
they have been receiving multiple 
reminder mail-outs and in some 
cases multiple pins or bars. Mike 
Wright has let us know that the 
International Headquarters is 
looking into the cause and 
appreciates the honesty of all those 
who have returned the excess pins 
and bars.  
 
Under the new Masters 
Recognition program, if the Master 
Tour Rider has remained current 
for 5 years, he or she qualifies for a 
Senior Master Tour Rider patch. 
This also entitles the new Senior 
Master to a savings on their 
renewals for the next 5 years. The 
cost to them is $7.50. After those 

five years, the Member qualifies for 
an additional discount to $5 plus a 
Grand Master Tour Rider Patch, 
signifying at least ten years staying 
current as a Level IV.  (Consult the 
GWRRA Rider Education Program 
Handbook to find out how to get 
caught up if you have missed a year 
or so in renewals.) 
 
This past year marks the first Life 
Grand Masters with 15 or more 
years as Level IV’s. Their renewal 
fee is free. They also get a special 
patch to wear on their vests. Life 
Members in GWRRA of course 
may waive their renewal fees, 
unless they wish to receive a 
renewal bar for $2. All the renewal 
fees from Level IV riders is the 
resource for those extra patches and 
breakfasts that certainly costs more 
than $7.50, $5, or free. 
 
On behalf of the Membership, we 
wish to thank those who have 
entered the Levels Program and 
continue to take the classes and 
refreshers to remain current. That 
makes you an asset to yourselves 
and fellow Members – someone 
who cares enough to better 
themselves and be prepared to lend 
assistance if needed. If patches and 
pins aren’ t your thing, don’ t wear 
them. It is the idea that counts – the 
skill, knowledge and preparation. It 
is not difficult, but it does require 
you stick it out to attain the highest 
levels. Are there better riders that 
have never entered the Levels 
program or attained Level IV? 
Sure. Are they committed to doing 
anything for you, a fellow rider? 
Many REP Level Program 
participant Riders and Co-Riders 
have also stepped up to become 
providers of the training which 
benefits all of us. We truly are 
Friends for Fun, Safety, and 
Knowledge! 
 
Happy New Year , Ride with Less 

Risk &  B+ 
 
 
 

 
 



While we are on the levels and 
patch topic. Please wear your 
GWRRA “Colors”  proudly. I have 
noticed that at many events the 
“Colors”  are missing or covered by 
a jacket. I have been a rider for a 
lot of years and I know many 
people are proud to know GWRRA 
members. Our Church members tell 
others they have their own 
“Goldwing Group”  who serves 
them dinners. They know we are 
GWRRA members by our vest. 
They are proud of us and you 
should be proud of your 
Association.  
 
 
 
 
 
Taking a few rides in the off 
season, you can find a few slick 
spots or lots of sand and gravel that 
is placed on the road, in the winter 
time.  
 

  
 
Have you ever given any thought to 
bricks, which are made out of clay? 
They also can be a slick surface 
that we have to treat with due 
respect. During a dry day the brick 
surface is rubbed by tires and 
creates a clay dust. When it first 
starts to rain the clay dust mixes 
with the water and can be slick. We 
must use caution until it can be 
washed away. Hold steady throttle 
and don’ t over steer. Keep as much 
traction reserve as you can.  
 
 

  
 
We have heard of the steel bridge 
decking, it is also a slick surface to 
contend with. Have you ever 
crossed a wooden bridge? The 
same effect as bricks, as traffic runs 
on the dry wood it will create dust. 

The first part of a rain the wood is 
very slippery. The wood bridge is 
also slick during the rain. Hold 
steady throttle and steering. These 
two items bricks and wood are not 
motorcycle friendly. Dew in the 
morning can cause the same effect 
as fresh rain.  
 
 

  
 
Four way stops can have a lot of 
interesting outcomes. Vehicle on 
your right blinks their lights for you 
to go. Vehicle on your left makes a 
left turn in front of the vehicle that 
blinked their lights. Who were the 
lights blinked for, you or other 
vehicles? Who started that winking 
headlights stuff any way? When I 
am at these intersections I prefer to 
move slowly thru them and if I am 
in a group, I take my turn as if I 
was riding alone. Many times we 
get waved thru as a group by other 
vehicles but you are a sitting duck 
for the vehicles that did not wave 
you thru.   
 
 

 
 
It’s that time of year to clean out 
the first aid kit and refresh all the 
old items. Replace things you may 
have used. If you go together as a 
Chapter or District you can by large 
quantities and sell items to the 
members at lower cost. I do not 
need a box of fifty latex gloves but 
I could share them with other 
members.  
 
 

  
 

Have you ever scratched you 
windshield or visor? It really upsets 
me when I get a new helmet and 
somehow the visor gets that first 
scratch. It is always in my line of 
site. I found jeweler’s rouge and 
some elbow grease removed it. 
Then I have a lexan cleaner made 
by Kleenmaster called “Brillianize”  
that really did a superb job of bring 
the visor back to a high polished 
look. We also use it to clean the 
windshield and the Gold Wing 
paint. Every one has a fix of some 
kind for different things and I 
wanted to share mine with you. 
 
I have made a lot of folk’s loose 
bets that I would not live to see 
2005. This was due to my earlier 
days. Then I meet Linda and BOY 
things changed. Lost my straight 
pipes, my cruiser and my figure. I 
think my figure is still under there.  
 

           
 
Time for a Dr. Exam? This is part 
of riding safe. You must have all 
your parts check out as you would   
on your motorcycle. We have good 
friends still riding because of early 
detection. Please remember to let 
the members you ride with know of 
your medical problems. It is not an 
advertisement that you have a 
problem, it is a statement so others 
can help if need be. 
 

               
 
We have a lot of new Officers that 
have just taken new positions. I 
have tried to keep up with all the 
changes of email address. If you 
are missed (you wont know it), if 
you are on the list and should not 
be let me know who I should be 
mailing to. Thanks in advance.  


