New standard for modifying GWRRA Range Physical Requirements to accommodate range facilities that do not meet ideal standards – Addendum 12-26-11
Basis:

The number and availability of adequate range facilities is limited, impacting the amount of training our Instructors can provide, and diminishing the benefit to our Members. Also, with growing emphasis on the environment, future potential range facilities will contain more obstacles. Other nationally recognized on-bike and on-trike training providers acknowledge this limitation and provide guidance to account for minor modifications as long as specific criteria are maintained.
Benefit:

Without sacrificing safety, our instructors (who are trained and already responsible for ensuring as safe an environment as reasonably possible) could modify less than perfect range facilities to work around minor obstacles and increase the number of training sites. More Members could receive training, and the job of selecting a training site will be made significantly easier for event planners, Educators and Instructors alike.

Range locations provided at previous events have previously not met the standards. Instructors were  asked to make do with what has been provided to them (and thereby accept total liability for injuries incurred as a result of the inadequate range). This is an attempt to document and bound the reality of available/provided range facilities. Wing Ding event management personnel have been contacted in 2011 to reinforce the requirements for range sizes at GWRRA events, to help them during negotiations for same.
Current GWRRA Standard:
From the GWRRA Rider Education Handbook, Tenth Edition, November 2010

“H.3.3 Rider Training Course Facility (Range) Requirements 
In order to conduct rider training safely and effectively, training ranges must meet specific criteria to provide clear and unobstructed riding and observation for the riders and instructors. The following are requirements for Rider Course ranges and define what is necessary for setting up or securing a facility to conduct a Rider Course. Certified instructors have exact dimensional requirements but these general requirements, when met, will ensure that the course can be laid out and the course conducted safely. 

(Note: metric conversions were calculated using 1ft = 0.3048m and then rounding to the next higher meter).
· For GWRRA TRC, SRC, TC, and TTRC courses the range size required is rectangular at 160 ft. wide x 240 ft. long (49m x 73m) and includes a 20 ft. (6m) run-off zone on the perimeter. 

· The GWRRA Advanced Rider Course range measurements are 200ft. x 300 ft. (61m x 92m) including a 40 ft. (12m) runoff zone. 

· The MSF ERC requires at least a 200 ft. x 300 ft. (61m x 92m) surface including a 40 ft. (12m) runoff zone. 

Do not estimate the size of an area under consideration – measure it! Be certain of the dimension and general condition of the surface.
All range areas must be unobstructed and free of barriers, light poles, parking curbs, or any potentially slick or slippery surface (manhole covers in the rain?). The surface should be clean and free of any large cracks or break up of the tarmac.
Why do we have these requirements? It’s simply, to provide as safe an environment as possible for the course participants and instructors. Training ranges must be appropriate for the training and not require on-site re-engineering to make exercises “fit”. The MSF and the state motorcycle administrators require the certification of ranges to be used for MSF courses. GWRRA requires that all ranges used for GWRRA courses be documented and on file with the District Educator, at a minimum, and the GWRRA insurance underwriters may also require review and approval of the range facilities. The evaluation and approval of acceptable ranges is based on the requirements described above.” …
“In some instances, instructors have been pressured to conduct a course or compromise the safety margins required even though the facilities were substandard and did not meet the requirements. Instructors have been taught NOT to teach a course under these circumstances. If an instructor determines that a range facility will not be acceptable, the instructor’s decision is final. Instructors take the full responsibility for the conduct of the course and for ensuring the safety of all participants. Instructors cannot and will not be coerced into conducting a course if they deem the facilities unsafe and unacceptable. It is much easier to find appropriate facilities and not put an instructor in the position of having to cancel the course. Please make every effort NOT to place these volunteer instructors in this position. They are a scarce and valuable commodity that we can ill-afford to lose. Help GWRRA keep them around.”
New GWRRA Standard: Rider Training Course Facility (Range) Requirements and Acceptable Modifications
The ideal range facility selected for riding course training must first and foremost provide a safe environment for the trainees as well as the Instructors. The general dimensions are available for event planners and training coordinators in the current edition of the GWRRA Rider Education Program Handbook or other documents as revised in the future. Detailed dimensions are available to certified GWRRA Instructors in the applicable GWRRA Instructor Guide and range layout drawings for the GWRRA course being conducted. They include a twenty foot run off (safety margin) in all directions, to provide an area for recovery should a student momentarily lose operational control. This area must be of similar surface to the riding area. The range surface should be relatively level (≤ 5% grade) and be smooth, relatively clean, and free of any large cracks or break up of the paved or concrete surface. Since all GWRRA Riding Courses are designed as defensive driving courses and not initial learning experiences in the operation of a two or three wheeled vehicle, it is expected that all students have achieved competency in the basic control of their vehicle. It is therefore acceptable so long as a safe environment is maintained, to make minor modifications to arrange exercises around existing objects such as light poles, curb dividers, drains, etc. The minimum space for exercise operation and safety shall be provided (nominally the path of travel plus 20 feet in all directions). Students will be made aware of these obstacles as part of the range familiarization prior to conducting range exercises. Range exercises that do not have continuous movement on both sides of the range may be adjusted so that only one side is used. Provisions will be made to close off the riding area from regular vehicular and foot traffic. Measures such as signs, barricades, cones and tape barriers are commonly used to accomplish this. Instructors must be continuously aware of other possible unexpected occupants intruding onto the range facility and take appropriate actions to protect themselves and their students. All ranges used for GWRRA courses continue to be required to be documented and on file with the District Educator, at a minimum and the GWRRA insurance underwriters may also require review and approval of the range facilities. The evaluation and approval of acceptable ranges is based on the requirements described above.
